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thyssenkrupp Marine Systems hands over “INS Oz” in Kiel to the Israeli Navy as 

second SA'AR 6 corvette 

 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems today officially handed over the second of four corvettes to 

the Israeli Navy. In the presence of Jeremy Issacharoff, the Israeli ambassador to Germany, 

his wife, Laura Kam Issacharoff, first named the ship “INS Oz”. Subsequently, thyssenkrupp 

Marine Systems Managing Director Dr. Rolf Wirtz officially handed over the ship to the Israeli 

Navy in a ceremony that was kept small due to the pandemic. In the world of shipping, it is 

a favoured tradition to pass on the names of good ships. With the Israeli Navy, however, the 

“INS Oz” is the first vessel to receive this name.  

 

Dr. Rolf Wirtz, CEO of thyssenkrupp Marine Systems: “As the first ship in the history of the 

Israeli Navy with this name, the “INS Oz” will establish a new tradition. We are convinced of 

this here at thyssenkrupp Marine Systems, because she has everything it takes. We are very 

proud that, after the first-of-class, this is now the second vessel to receive this honour.” 

 

The SA'AR 6-class corvettes will form the backbone of the Israeli Navy for the next 30 years. 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems is building the ships in a joint venture with German Naval 

Yards Kiel. Rear Admiral Ariel Shir had arrived in Kiel for the occasion of the naming and 

handover: “Today is a great and historic day for the State of Israel, the Israel Defense Forces 

and of course the Israeli Navy. This is a day when a vision becomes reality. A day when we 

can see this vision in all its grandeur, thanks to the hard work tirelessly contributed by so 

many.” 

 

The contract for the delivery of four SA'AR 6-corvettes was signed in May 2015. After the 

design phase, the construction phase began with the type ship’s first cut ceremony in 

February 2018. Only 15 months after the first steel was cut, the ship was undocked. In May 

2019, the “INS Magen” received its name in Kiel and was handed over in November 2020. 

The following two units of the series are also scheduled for delivery in 2021.  

 

The Israeli Navy is itself equipping the corvettes with radar and weapon systems.  
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Principal dimensions of the SA'AR 6 corvettes 

Length: approx. 90 metres 

Beam: approx. 13 metres 

Displacement (full load): approx. 1,900 tonnes 

 
 
 

About thyssenkrupp Marine Systems 
With around 6,000 employees, thyssenkrupp Marine Systems is one of the world's leading 

marine companies and a systems provider in submarine and surface shipbuilding as well as 

maritime electronics and security technology. Over 180 years of history and the constant 

pursuit of improvements are the basis for the company's success in constantly setting new 

standards. thyssenkrupp Marine Systems offers customized solutions for highly complex 

challenges in a changing world. The driving forces behind this are the employees of the 

company, who shape the future of thyssenkrupp Marine Systems with passion and 

commitment every day. More information at www.thyssenkrupp-marinesystems.com  
 

About GERMAN NAVAL YARDS KIEL 

GERMAN NAVAL YARDS KIEL GmbH looks back on more than 180 years of experience in 

shipbuilding. Originating from the former surface shipbuilding of Howaldtswerke-

Deutsche Werft GmbH (HDW), the Kiel shipyard is now part of the international shipyard 

group PRIVINVEST, thus continuing the long-standing shipbuilding tradition on the Kiel Fjord. 

GERMAN NAVAL YARDS KIEL specializes in the design and construction of highly complex 

naval vessels such as corvettes, frigates and OPVs. 
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